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than eighty when you come (I have a hundred and eigh-
teen) ; and even that number shall be reduced to eight if I
observe any sign of you being reduced to ... you know.
As for horses; or, rather, HORSES, you will be ixxxxxxxd
to learn that were it not for them
I should not now be sorrow's heritor,1
Nor stand a lackey in the house of pain;2
that is to say, I should not now be broke. But all this, and
the story of John Gielgud's tennis court, and countless
trifles of the kind, will vouchsafe themselves more naturally
when wine, not ink, is the vehicle of our communication.
All next week I shall be away or busy; but during it I shall
invite myself, for the following week, to lunch with you if
I stay in London, or invite you and Jock here if I stay down.
The more I read Ego, the more I like Brother Edward.
No, not because I was born in Clapham.
Yours (I think I may say) assiduously,
A.J.
1  Yes, Oscar.
2  Yes, bad, but pleasantly pompous.
July 20 I like women to write femininely and cattily.
Thursday. They embarrass me when they magnoperate and
magniloquise. They may think they are bending
the bow of Ulysses, but the bow I visualise is that wielded by
Gilbert's Lady Jane. This is one of the reasons why I was
so bored with Dorothy Sayers's The Devil to Pay at His
Majesty's. Another reason, perhaps, was that la Sayers
doesn't play fair. In her preface she pretends to " offer a
new presentment of Faustus." Very well, then, why not let
it be a new presentment, all about a modern bargain made by
a modern Faust ? Show me a Ralph Richardson conjuring up
not Helen but la Dietrich. Show him arguing, not with the
Pope, but with some Bloomsbury intellectual in an atmosphere
of thick-lipped saxophones and dark-skinned ukuleles. The
modern dramatist who wants to interest me in Faust must
show him exhausting the world of modern sensation and get-
ting out of it nothing except weariness and satiety. In other
words, paying the price of his bargain while he is still enjoying
it. This, of course, is the only time he can pay it, since there
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